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Background
n 1 9 9 7  – CBC Founds Local TV on 

Satellite , LLC ( LTVS)
n Purpose:  Solve the legal, technical and 

econom ic problem s associated with delivering 
local [ analog]  stat ions via Direct  Broadcast  
Satellite (DBS)

n Goals:  
• Legislat ive – Permanent  compulsory copyright  for 

DBS
• Technical – Design a technical plan to deliver ALL 

analog full-power broadcast  stat ions via DBS
• Economic – Develop a business model that  supports 

the technical plan and meets the needs of all 
stakeholders



Background cont inued

n 1 9 9 7 - 2 0 0 1  – LTVS Focuses on Goals
n Legislat ive – President  signed the Satellite 

Hom e Viewer I m provem ent  Act  in 1999.
n Technical – LTVS, with its outside satellite 

engineers, pioneered several technical designs 
using spot  beam  satellites, Ka spect rum  and a 
delivery system  for use by all DBS providers 
[ som e analog only designs and som e hybrid 
analog/ high-definit ion (HD)  designs] . 

n Econom ic – LTVS developed a viable business 
m odel with LTVS wholesaling the local signals 
to all DBS providers.  All stakeholders were 
enthusiast ic, but  .  .  .  



Background cont inued
.  .  .  EchoStar and DI RECTV resist  the LTVS 
plan, but then announce their  intent ion to 
m erge in late 2001. 

n Decem ber 2 0 0 1  – LTVS Disbands
n Decem ber 2 0 0 2  – EchoStar and 

DI RECTV Merger Shut tered



The Current  Challenge –
Local HD &  DBS
n 2 0 0 3  – Taking on Today’s Problem : 

How to deliver 19.4 local digital signals to 
DBS subscribers (m ore than 20%  of US 
TVHHs today and growing as we m ove 
through the t ransit ion)  
n February – Reengages HD+  - Hugh Wright , 

Dan Radke and other experienced satellite 
and receiver engineers

n May – Files Com m on Plat form  Patent  (and two 
provisional patents)  with USPTO in Microspace
Com m unicat ions Corporat ion nam e (CBC 
subsidiary)  



The Current  Challenge –
Local HD &  DBS

n February – Decem ber – HD+  researches 
technology, conducts picture quality tests and 
develops technical plan that  . .  .

solves the problem  
using only one Ka-
band orbita l slot  and 
tw o spot  beam  
satellites.



The Current  Challenge –
Local HD &  DBS
n Disclaim er – CBC is not  here today to 

advocate its Local HDTV plan as a 
solut ion.  CBC is m erely dem onst rat ing 
that  using technology now available, or 
that  will be available during calendar 
2004, both EchoStar and DI RECTV could 
each deliver ALL full-power 19.4 digital 
stat ions using only one of their Ka-band 
orbital slots and two spot  beam  satellites.

n The Elem ents of the Local HDTV Satellite 
Plan (see at tached)


